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Murder in Maryland: “Devills”

Masquerading as Colonial Gentlemen

faded into obscurity.

absence. ile staying in St. Mary’s City, Talbot grew
angry listening to merchants’ and shippers’
complaints and decided to confront Rousby with
these accusations (Pogue 1968:324).

Close-up of skull and crossbones design carved at the bottom of the
Rousby tombstone.

On October 31, 1684, All Hallows Eve, these
disputes took a darker turn. That night, Rousby
was having dinner with Captain Thomas Allen of the
Royal Navy aboard his ship, the Quaker. Allen had
gained a similar reputation for harassing and mocking
the people of Maryland. Talbot rowed to meet them
and after declining their invitation to dinner, began to
argue over the King’s authority in Maryland. There
are varying accounts of this confrontation. Some
portray Talbot as a drunken hothead vyelling
accusations at Rousby. Others describe Talbot making
unwelcome passes at Allen before losing his temper,
pulling out a dagger, and stabbing Rousby in the
chest. Rousby died soon after (Galke 2000:22; King
2012:34).

n unusually large tombstone was once located on
what is now the Naval Air Station Patuxent River
in St. Mary’s County, MD. This 1,000-pound
limestone slab once marked the grave of Christopher
Rousby and his brother John (Desmon 2005). The epitaph
lists not only their names and dates but also describes the
stabbing that led to Christopher Rousby’s death. The story
of Rousby’s murder was once notorious in St. Mary’s
County. However, by the 1940s, when the Navy altered the
landscape and the tombstone was moved, this tale had

.\‘ !

B e o “. bty
- . é .
A D z.\’¢ o Rath £ -y
B A - s «.A‘,, o

By: Erin Wingfield,
MAC Lab Collections Assistant

R S ARRY e~ e N :
o< TR i s R T R o P R

Photograph of the Rousby tombstone when it was visited in 1942. Workers hired to
relocate the house at Susquehanna collected these broken fragments and sent them

to Michigan.
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Naval Air Station Patuxent River in the
1940s, the house that stood nearby the Rousby
tombstone offered to the Henry Ford
Museum for their Greenfield Village exhibit.
Believing the house to be Rousby’s, the Museum
accepted and the building was moved to Dearborn,
Michigan (King 2012:21-22, 88). The workmen also
collected the broken pieces of Rousby’s tombstone
and “a bag of bones” found underneath it. Many years
later, researchers determined the house was not
actually Rousby’s and instead was constructed about
150 years after his death. The Henry Ford Museum
changed their interpretation of the house and placed
the tombstone in storage. The bones were also
examined and determined to be from three
separate individuals; none Caucasian male. Since
none of these individuals could have been
Christopher Rousby or his brother, John, the
remains cremated and reinterred. The
location of the remains of both Rousbys is still a
mystery (Desmon 2005).
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were

Fenced graveyard located at the Susquehanna site that once contained the
Rousby tombstone.

Crates containing fragments of the Rousby tombstone arriving at the

MAC Lab.
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